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 See Share the Word.

People came to Jesus. ‘Do you know what Pilate  

has done?’ they asked. ‘People from Galilee were 

worshipping and they were killed.’

‘Why do you think this happened?’ Jesus asked. ‘Do you 

think they were more sinful than you? And what about 

when the tower of Siloam collapsed, killing 18 people?’ 

he said. ‘Were those people any worse than you? No!’

Everyone looked surprised. What did Jesus mean? Jesus 

explained, ‘Those people were not killed because they 

were worse sinners than others. Everyone needs to 

repent  and turn to God. You need to repent and turn 

to God. Because if you do not, you will die unprepared, 

just like the people you have told me about.’

Then Jesus went on to tell a parable.  A man planted 

a fig tree in his vineyard. Each year the man came to the 

tree, hoping to find fruit growing there. But each year 

there was none. After three years with no fruit, the man 

said to his gardener, ‘Chop down the tree. I have been 

looking for figs for three years, but none have grown. I am not wasting the soil any more. Cut it down!’
But the gardener disagreed, and he said, ‘Let’s leave it for one more year. I will dig round it and put manure on it. If the tree produces fruit next year, that will be good. If it doesn’t, then you can cut the tree down.’                                   Luke 13.1-9

One more year 
Luke 13.1-9 

Those discussing terrible events that took place in Galilee assume 
that the cause must rest in a sinful past. Jesus challenges this 
assumption and introduces another story of suffering, making 
the point that suffering happens in many places and for many 
reasons. He wants his listeners to learn from these events, not by 
looking to the past, but by considering their own future. He tells 
a parable that offers hope in terms of another chance, one more 
year to produce fruit.

This week we explore taking time to change  
for the better.

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

This passage speaks of things not being ready, being unprepared 
and not bearing fruit. Should something like this be given up 
on, or nurtured and supported to allow it time to change for the 
better? What might that mean for us?

Children are sensitive to change. Even the smallest of changes 
can be upsetting for them. Some of the children may even worry 
about not being good enough. How could you reassure them? 
The fig tree was given fresh soil and nurtured to help it to thrive. 
What do we need to help us grow/thrive?

Provide the following play materials for very young children 
throughout the session: play dough to repeatedly reshape, 
change and form.

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.16.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: London’s burning

Brother Jesus, in the desert, 
being tempted, he resisted!  
What can we do? 
Talk to Jesus when we’re tempted.

Ask everyone to add suggestions at the appropriate point: 
Thank you, God, 
that during this past year 
I have learnt how to… (swim, play guitar, etc.) 
Amen.

I’ve changed  E S

You will need: items that children use at different stages of life, 
e.g. nappies, teether, walker, plate and cutlery, scissors, mobile 
phone.

• Ask the children to help you place the items in the correct 
order from newborn baby to older child.

• Ask: Which items did you used to have/use now? Why don’t 
you use them anymore or why don’t they use them yet? 

• Encourage the children to think about the changes that have 
happened.


