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What next?

Children’s session

Revelation 21.1-6

Gather

In this vision, John sees all things being renewed. The world of
the creation story and the present day is replaced by a new
world – heaven on earth. God lives among, and will be all things
to, his people. This story is one of excitement and hope. Knowing
the past and living the present gives great hope to John’s view
of the future.

This week we explore what was and is and is to come.
Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on

.

This reading may provoke in us recent or distant memories of
trial, suffering and weariness on our journeys of life. Can we be
reminded – like John, the writer of Revelation – of God’s promise
of everlasting love, through Jesus, now and for the future?
These powerful words, although from an ancient vision, offer
an exciting opportunity to share this promise with the children
on their journey today. Unpack and use the poetic words and
imagery to remind the children of the assurance of God’s love for
each of them as they journey on, be it through happy or anxious
times, a constant hope for the present and the future.
Provide the following play materials for very young children
throughout the session: scratch art paper and pens.

Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce
the theme. (5 mins)
Sing to the tune: A sailor went to sea, sea, sea
John’s vision helped him see, see, see
God’s vision for the world, you see.
A better place for you and me,
heav’n and earth as God wants it to be, be, be.

God of all history,
who was, and is and is to come,
thank you that you are here with us today.
Amen.

Looking back, looking forward

WES

• Ask the children to find a partner and stand opposite each
other in a space. Ask them to decide on who will go first in
each pair, and when you say ‘go’, that person will have two
minutes to make a face or use body movements to show
something that happened to them last week, and for their
partner to guess what it is.
• Swap roles and repeat, this time asking them to mime
something they are looking forward to.

Christian Aid week 15-21 May
Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.
Extra ideas can be found on p.16.
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‘See!’ said the one sitting on the thro
ne in heaven,
‘I am making ever ything new.’ The
n he said to me,
‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the
beginning and the end.
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will be the water of life.’		
Revelation 21.1-6

See Share the Word.
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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.
Find out more
in Worship and learning support.

