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St Mary Magdalene

A PARISH PROFILE

1. The Local Community

The parish of St. Mary Magdalene with St Martin is in the Croydon Central Deanery in the
Diocese of Southwark. The present Parish was created by the merging of the parish of St.
Mary Magdalene with the neighbouring parish of St. Martin in 1994. Many of the
congregation and some of the artefacts were subsequently transferred to St. Mary's, after
which St. Martin's Church was demolished and the land redeveloped as housing. The new
parish has a population of ¢16,000. In recent years, there have been significant changes.
The population is much more transient and younger. Older people are moving away and
newcomers come from a wider range of cultural backgrounds. The population is now very
mixed socially and ethnically. There is some unemployment, but those in work do a variety
of jobs. With its close proximity to East Croydon train station, and the fast rail link up to
London, many live in the parish to commute up to the City. There are a large number of
young families and young singles that reside in the parish. There is quite a large turnover of
people, as first-time buyers move to other suburbs to find houses with gardens, however
there continues to be a significant elderly population.

Geographically, the area of the parish is not large and lies east of East Croydon station and
north of the main Addiscombe Road (A232) (see parish boundary map attached at
Appendix ).

]

port with an excellent modern tram system that links up with the trains to central
London. Sign to the Church can be seen at top right

There is good local trans

The parish is a suburban, mainly residential area with a mixture of housing, with a lot of
terraced housing and larger houses divided into flats.

Within the parish there are two primary schools, with whom the church has good relations.

There is a recently rebuilt youth centre. There is one nursing home, in which the church
conducts regular services.
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The Local Youth Centre (Phillip Game) The Nursing Home

There have been some new housing developments by Housing Associations. There has
been an increase in the number of multi-occupancy properties; either conversions of older
housing stock or new purpose built flats. There are many semi-detached Victorian houses
and some social housing, including the Davidson Road and Canal Walk area, which is an
area of comparatively high indices of multiple deprivation.

Croydon is a robust, lively, multicultural conurbation.  This brings with it many pastoral
challenges such as youth crime, binge drinking, drug addiction, sex trafficking and other
general crime. In the main, however, it is a good place to live.

Typical Addiscombe shops Local shops

The parish has within its boundary a variety of shops. There are a surprisingly large number
of restaurants and take away food outlets, all seemingly doing well. There are one or two
larger companies and some small businesses and light industry. Traffic is heavy and car
parking can be a problem and is quite expensive. Politically, we are served by a
Conservative MP and local Council and Councillors, after Labour was defeated at recent
elections. There is a local Neighbourhood Partnership. There is an Ismaeli Centre and an
Islamic school in the parish.
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Our congregation increasingly reflects the population trends in the parish. Indeed, it is now
much younger, more multi-cultural and socially diverse. We have noted an increase in the
number of people who are new to church worship and/or to this country. There is also a
| arge 6unchurchedd popul ation.

2. Relationships With Neighbouring Anglican Churches

The church is part of Croydon Central Deanery and good working relationships exist within

the Chapter, which has a wide breadth of churchmanship. There are two other parishes in

the Addi scombe area which have enjoyed good re
Mi |l dredbés ang. St. Matt hewo

3. Relationships With Neighbouring Churches Of Other Denominations

St . Marybés is part of the Churches Together [
URC, Church of the Nazarene and the three Anglican Churches). We have historically

played and continue to play an active part and we give it our full support. There are
particularly good ecumenical relations and co-operation with the local Methodist church. We

also are in contact with the local Baptist church. There are ecumenical Lent groups and
occasional shared services, including combined services for the Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity and Advent Sunday. Ministers meet regularly together.

The clergy have been well connected with Croydon ministers, who meet for breakfast from
time to time.

4.  Mission and Evangelistic Projects

Under the leadership of the former Vicar, the church has been transitioning toward being a
culturally relevant church. The church has changed considerably in the last nine years. It is
widely regarded as an open, friendly and welcoming church. We still can be seen as quite
traditional at times, but we work hard at accommodating all age-groups and cultures. It
therefore needs to have a mix of the traditional and contemporary in order to be accessible
to everyone. We work very hard at being racially inclusive. Incumbents over recent years
have come from different perspectives in the Evangelical tradition. The former Vicar had a
strong expository preaching focus. He was also committed to clear and decisive leadership,
and sought to lead the church in a collaborative way through a detailed strategic process.

The 2020 &Clsiiiontddsi sl ove in the(sheear 62020 thVhie
Statement at Appendix Il). It is a statement for our church and the values we want within it.

It is a statement looking forward to the result of our evangelism as Christ comes into the

hearts of many people who become his followers. But it is also a vision of the missionary

church of the 21 Century, seeking to impact the local community.

Fol l owing a trip to West Africa by the former
wi t h St . Ti mot hyoés, Accr a i n Ghana. | t activ
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including six Missionary Societies: Bible Society, Church Army, CMJ, CMS (with SAMS),
Open Doors and TearFund. It is also a supporter of Kick London.

5. Pattern Of Worship

St . Maryés would best be described today as 6
6l abel 6. I't is inclusive in its fpeppfefreamaaddrly and t
wide spectrum of church traditions. The preaching in recent years has been expository and

applied and follows O6seriesd in the main morn

resides in the local community; although some of the more established members live
outside the parish.

The Sunday pattern of services is as follows:

10.00 am Morning Worship

(more formal in style with choir and music group; Holy Communion 1% and 3™
Sundays; Junior Church and Junior and Senior Pathfinders); All- age Service on
4"Sunday)

11.30 am Morning Worship
(informal in style with band; Holy Communion on 2" and 4™ Sundays; Junior
Church)

6.30 pm Evening Worship
(traditional with choir, Holy Communion 2™ and 4" Sundays; Prayer for Healing on
4™ Sunday, 1662 Evensong on 5" Sunday)

Usual Sunday attendance is about 15200 adults and 3560 children.

The worship styles are varied aiming to be creative, relevant and accessible to visitors. The
trend has been to move the church slowly in a more contemporary direction. The current
aim is to strike a balance in the morning, providing an alternative between formal and
informal worship. Robes are worn at the 10.00 am on 1> and 3" of the month, when there is
Holy Communion and sometimes on 2" Sunday. We use screen projection every week at
11.30 am and at the All-age and on special occasions for the 10.00 am service and are
looking to develop this more.

The 11.30am Informal Worship is contemporary and non-liturgical, with music led by a band

i n OWiemwebd style. It has a -60,rmadeium mainlg of tyaumgera n c e
people. We try to be innovative in this service and have experimented with varied content

and teaching styles.

In Midweek, Morning Prayer is said in church on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at

9.00am. There is a service in the Crypt at 10.30 am on Wednesday (Holy Communion 1%
and 3" Wednesdays; Morning Prayer on others).

Page 5



St Mary Magdalene

6. Church Organisations

The robed Choir (approx. 20 members) rehearse on Friday evenings for 10.00am Sunday
services. The Music Group (approx.10members) rehearse on Wednesday evenings also for
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